







Name: __ E_DN_A_LO_U_I_S _E_ S_A_F_FY _______ -:7! 
First Middle/Maiden Last 
Spouse'sName GRADY EARL JOHNSON. JR. 
First Middle/Maiden Last 
CurrentAddress 4273 POINT LA ROAD SOUTH 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-6243 
Last weekend I was asked, "Why did you become so involved in politics, in 
equal rights, in the peace movements, in the women's movement?" The answer is 
not simple or easy. At Robert E. Lee we had the strong wonderful role models of 
Miss Dot Thomas and Miss Vergie Cone. Perhaps they were the reason that my 
going to the University of Florida immediately after graduation seemed natural. 
Perhaps my leaving UF after my counselor told me women could not be lawyers was 
a major factor in determining my future. 
A few years later, my family did not exactly forbid me to join the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. March on Washington, but they strongly advised against it, and I listened 
to them. Then, as I watched the march on television, I promised myself that I would 
never again allow anyone to keep me from doing what I believed to be right. 
I decided to return to UF to finish my bachelor's and master's degrees. This time I 
met my future husband, Grady Earl Johnson, Jr. In 2003, we will have been 
married 34 years. I continued to feel that equal rights for all people was primary 
and participated in the civil rights actions of the Student Nonviolent Action 
Coordinating Committee (SNACC). 
I returned to Jacksonville after UF. Florida Community College had just 
opened. Though I had a Master's degree in English and Speech, I did not follow in 
Miss Durrance's footsteps. I taught speech instead of English. In fact I don't 
remember a speech class at Robert E. Lee, only Miss Horne's speech and theatre. I 
founded the Jacksonville Chapter of the National Organization for Women. Mother 
was appalled when she saw on TV our demonstration for equal rights in front of the 
new federal building and later our march in Hemming Park for a woman's right to 
choose. 
Again Grady and I returned to UF, he to become a Doctor of Dentistry, I to earn 
a Doctor of Philosophy in Rhetoric and Public Address. The 60's came to UF in the 
70's. I founded the N.O.W. Chapter at UF. Jane Fonda came to our meetings. She 
was raising awareness for the MIA's. We marched with the Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War. We forced the all male honorary leadership organization, Florida 
Blue Key, to admit women. I was appointed to UF Hall of Fame, also to the 
President's Commission on the Status of Women. 
We came back to Jacksonville after graduations, Grady to open his dental 
practice and I to return to FCCJ. We were delegates to the National Democratic 
Conventions for Jimmy Carter and later for Bill Clinton. In fact President Clinton 
was an honored guest in our home. President Clinton appointed me to the 
President's Advisory Commission on the Arts of the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts on which I served for eight years. Mayors Godbold, Hazouri, 
and Delaney appointed me to various commissions. I have continued to be a part of 
this great community; however, whatever I have done, I remember it all started at 
��bei_-t E. Lee High School. 
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Spouse's Name GRADY EARL JOHNSON, JR. 
First Middle/Maiden Last 
CurrentAddress 4273 POINT LA ROAD SOUTH 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-6243 
4( · Second week-end of April (11th, 12th & 13th), 2003 - I/we planlto attend the big 50th 
Reunion yes I no 
Use the space below (not the back) to tell about your life since graduation This will be an actual page in the Reunion 
Book so please help it to be successful. Suggestion: Your life from 1953 to 2003 in 5 or 10 year blocks of time, 
education, military, travel, experiences, special interests, hobbies, family - children, greats, grands, etc. 
Last weekend I was asked, "Why did you become so involved in politics, in equal 
rights, in the peace movements, in the women's movement?" The answer is not 
simple or easy. At Robert E. Lee we had the strong wonderful role models of Miss 
Dot Thomas and Miss Vergie Cone. Perhaps they were the reason that my going to 
the University of Florida immediately after graduation seemed natural. Perhaps my 
leaving UF after my counselor told me women could not be lawyers was a major 
factor in determining my future. 
A few years later, my family did not exactly forbid me to join the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. March on Washington, but they strongly advised against it, and I listened 
to them. Then, as I watched the march on television, I promised myself that I would 
never again allow anyone to keep me from doing what I believed to be right. 
I decided to return to UF to finish my bachelor's and master's degrees. This time I 
met my future husband, Grady Earl Johnson, Jr. In 2003, we will have been 
married 34 years. I continued to feel that equal rights for all people was primary 
and participated in the civil rights actions of the Student Nonviolent Action 
Coordinating Committee (SNACC). 
I returned to Jacksonville after UF. Florida Community College had just opened. 
Though I had a Master's degree in English and Speech, I did not follow in Miss 
Durrance's shoes. I taught speech instead of English. In fact I don't remember a 
speech class at Robert E. Lee, only Miss Horne's speech and theatre. I founded the 
Jacksonville Chapter of the National Organization for Women. Mother was 
appalled when she saw on TV our demonstration for equal rights in front of the new 
federal building and later our march in Hemming Park for a woman's right to 
choose. 
Again Grady and I returned to UF, he to become a Doctor of Dentistry, I to earn a 
Doctor of Philosophy in Rhetoric and Public Address. The 60's came to UF in the 
70's. I founded the N.O.W. Chapter at UF. Jane Fonda came to our meetings. She 
was raising awareness for the MIA's. We marched with the Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War. We forced the all male honorary leadership organization, Florida 
Blue Key, to admit women. I was appointed to UF Hall of Fame, also to the 
President's Commission on the Status of Women. 
We came back to Jacksonville after graduations, Grady to open his dental practice 
and I to return to FCCJ. We were delegates to the National Democratic 
Conventions for Jimmy Carter and later for Bill Clinton. In fact President Clinton 
was an honored guest in our home. President Clinton appointed me to the 
President's Advisory Commission on the Arts of the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts on which I served for eight years. Mayors Godbold, Hazouri, 
and Delaney appointed me to various commissions. I have continued to be a part of 
this great community; however, whatever I have done, I remember it all started at 
Robert E. Lee High School. 
